324	±HE  CHINESE
periodical dispatch of presents (regarded at least by the Ch'ing
as tribute) to Peking.
Ch'ien Lung also intervened in the affairs of Annam. That
region, which ever since the time of Ch'in Shih Huang Ti had
been now in and now out of the Empire, under the latter part of
the Ming had enjoyed one of its periods of independence. On the
final collapse of the last of the Ming, Kuei Wang, Annam had
become slightly embroiled with the Manchus. Under Ch'ien
Lung, civil strife in Annam gave the imperial forces an excuse for
taking sides actively in the politics of the country. As a result,
the rulers of Annam received investiture from Peking and paid
what the Ch'ing held to be "tribute."
In his dealings with Europeans, Ch'ien Lung was fully as in-
sistent upon his authority as his grandfather had been. An em-
bassy from Great Britain, headed by the Earl of Macartney, ar-
rived in Peking in 1793. The boats and carts assigned to convey
it to the capital bore flags with the inscription: "Ambassador
bearing tribute from the country of England," and while the Earl
conducted himself with dignity he was unable to obtain the com-
mercial concessions which had been hoped from the venture. A
Dutch embassy in 1795 was treated with less consideration, and
also as from a tributary state. It, too, was unsuccessful in
achieving its objectives. Treaties were signed with Russia in
1768 and 1792 supplementary to the earlier ones, defining the
procedure in extraditing and punishing criminals and further
regulating trade, but no concessions of any importance were made
to that power.
In his administration of the internal affairs of the Empire,
Ch'ien Lung took vigorous measures to maintain his rule against
sedition, real or potential. By a strict censorship he sought to
discover and suppress all literature directed against the Ch'ing.
Occasionally he had to face revolts. At least twice these were led
by secret societies, once by the Pai-lien Chiao, or White Lotus
Sect, and another time by the Pa Kua, or Eight Trigrams. We
hear, too, of a Moslem uprising in the region of Kokonor, of a
rebellion in Formosa, and of others in several of the more central
portions of the Empire. It is significant that most of these oc-
curred in the later years of the reign, when, with advancing age,
the Emperor's vigor was beginning to abate.

